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MEDICAL CHARITY.
No man knows with certainty what awaits himn in the
comning year, but to one section of the mediieal pro-

fession the future is definitelv clouded and disminal.
Many of our brethren, overtaken by sickness or

incapacitv, can onlv look forward to the con-
tinuation of an existence deprived of those little
amnenities of life wN-hich to the cultured man are so

important as to rank almost as necessities. Somiie,
even worse off, have nothing to expect but a life of
penurv and privation, not onlv for themselvees, but,
what is evell harder to bear, for those whom it has
been their life's aiml- to protect from care.

T'he amount of distress among members of our pro-

fession is but faintly realized, and always comes as a

shock to those who look into the matter closely for the
first time. A glance at the list of cases (published
from time to time in the JOURNAL) which are helped
bv the Royal Medical Benevolent Fund reveals the
dire straits-in which many doctors and their depen-
dants are placed. It is distressing to think of the,
wives and daughters of medical men compelled to eke

out their meagre incomes by doing the work of char-

women or seamnstresses. And while many such cases

have been discovered, it is known that there are miianv
others where brav-e women shoulder their burden
a]one, too proud and too independent to ask for help.
Owing to lack of money, the Royal Meledical

Benevolent Fund is only able to grant absurdly
inadequate sums (often a mere £12 per annium-l) in
relief of such cases as we have mentioned, and soin-ie
of the recipients have been forced to augment this
slender assistance by application for the old age

pension. The only way to remedy this state of affairs
is by regular and systematic support, and this is bel)st
done by contributions to the Charities Trust Fund,
established by the British Medical Association, NOiich
allocates the sums at its disposal to the existing pro-
fessional funds, including the Royal Medical Bene-
volent Fund, the Epsom Foundation, and the Charles
Hastings Fund. It is now a year and a half sincee
the Representative Body set up a Charities Com-
mittee, with the object of stimulating the professioni
at large to give better support to the existinog miedical
charities; but although a considerable num-lber of
doctors are liberal subscribers to these funids, there
are many others wi-ho do not yet realize how press,ing
is the need. To the latter we would conim-end the
exercise of the virtue of " charity "-not in the narrow

sense of perfunctory almsgiving, but rather as aln
expression of goodwvill towards their brethlren in need,
and of thankfulness that their own lines have failleni
in more pleasant places. Mlany wvho hav-e w-on an

established position mnust have had miomentis in
past days wvhen the spectre of ill health or early
incapacity caused grave forebodings, when the pIoans
they had made for the careers of their chlildren and

the future welfare of those near anld dear to thlemii
seemed doomed to go astrav. An opportunlity nw
comes to them to help those whom Fate has tre-ated
less kindly. The claims of the professional chlarities
should appeal no less to the younger generaition of
doctors, for it will assuredly give them a sense of

security to know that there are substantial resources

to which they can turn if muisfortune comues their way.

Furthermore, we w-ould point out that, a Charities
Trust Fund having been set up by the Representative
B3odv, it behoves every m-lember of the British MIedical
Association to do his utmuost to see that the Fund
achieves its purpose. To bring this about much hard
work must be done by the charities committees of the
local Divisions, and a circular will shortly be sent out
bv the Head Office with suggestions for the best
methlods to be pursued.
It is surely an anomaly that the profession which is

by general consent the most philanthropic of all should
mak1e such miserable provision for its needy members.
We are well aware of the many calls made on the
profession, but we venture to suggest that the first call
to be considered is the cry of distress from our unfor-
tunate colleagues and their families who, through no

fault of their own, have fallen by the way. \We
believe that in vears to come the Association will be
able to look back with just pride on the inception of
tlhe Charities Trust Fund as one of the most imiiportant
of the landmarks in its history.

"In Faith and Hope the wolld will disagree,
But all mankind's concern is Charity."

LEGISLATION IN 1926.
Tnz disturbance of parliamentary business by the
ganeral strike and the mining dispute has, in the long

run, helped rather than hindered ordinary legislation,
and the session of 1926 is noteworthy, not solely
because the supremacy of Parliament was vindicated
against the challenge of the general strike, but also
because of the passage of sixty public Acts, including
seven or eight of direct medical importance. 'T'he
industry of the Ministry of Health in seeking to over-

take arrears of such legislation has, indeed, aroused

criticism from some supporters of the Governmen-t,
and when, at the close of the session, the Mental
Deficiency Bill was challenged by two prominent
mlemiibers of the Opposition, the Prime Minister did
not ask his followers to force it through.
Happily, it can be said that the Acts of medical

interest which did pass were thoroughly discussed, but
(lid not arouse party controversy. There are still
e, i(lences from time to timlle that back-bench members
of both sides of the House are apt to develop a

Layman's jealousy of the medical profession. This
was visible at the opening of the session in the
demu-ands for alteration in the constitution of the
General Medical Council, and at its close in the protest
l)y Labour members against the increase ot doctors'
fees under the Coroners Act. The first miisunder-
st;anding was remuoved by the action of the Govern-
ient in adding a lay member of Parliament to the
General Medical Council. Since that appointment
there have been scarcely any instances tvhere questions
were put to score off the medical profession or to cast
doubts on its motives. Sceptical questions about
vaccination have been inifrequent, and several debates
-for example, those on the Smiolke Abatement Bill-
have revealed appreciation of the importance of publie
health. In part for party reasons, this apprecia-
tioll w'as prominently displayed in the discussion on

that section of the Economy Act which reduced the
State contribution to National Health Insurance. It
is noteworthy that, despite the prolongation of the
maining stoppage through seven months, no convincing

eOvidence was brought before the House of Commons
to bhow there was widespread mnalnutrition in the
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coal-fields, or any increase in the death rate there,
which could be attributed to destitution. The same is
true of the country generally, although the numiber of

persons registered as unemploved rose from 981,877
on April 26th to 1,612,700 on May 17th, apart from

those directly involved in the coal dispute. The

number has remained high since, but tended to fall

during the autumn.
In the later part of the year the occurrence of

infantile paralysis and the continued outbreaks of

encephalitis lethargica have been brought before the
House bv many questions, whieh have elicited informa-
tion as to the incidence of these diseases in various
areas. Recognition of the dire sequels of encephalitis
lethargica was the cause w-hich predisposed the House
of Commons to give an easy passage to the Alental
Deficiency Bill in its early stages. The last moment
opposition to it resulted from a concurrence of cloubt
about the definition of mental deficiency writh the o0(1
jealousy for the liberty of the suubject, and a feeling on
the Conservative side tUhat too much legislation was

going through. This last feeling maIy affect AMr.
Chamberlain's plans, as Minister of Health, for nlext
year, anid is likely to cause a further postponement
oL the Factories Bill, which wvas promised for the
session now closed but never debated. MIr.. Chamber-
lain appears, howeveir, to hrave Cabinet sanction for
proceeding with the Poor Law Reform Bill, the draft
of whichl has already been circulated to local autho-
rities. He is also expected to bring in a bill carrying
out the recommendations of the National Health
Insurance Commission. The recomnmendations of the
Lunacy Comnmission, presented in tlhe summer, await
the Governnent's consideration, and action will
have to be taken eventually on the report of the
SelecA Committee on N"rsing, Homes. This com-

m-nittee examined many w-itnesses dturing the early
months of the session, and its report forced public
attention to undesirable fealtures of the present system.

One special aspect of the mnatter-that of the regula-
tion of maternity homes-Parliament- dealt with by
general consent in the MlidwN-ives' and Mfaternity
Homes Act.

During the session Mr. Chamrberlat-in secured the
passage of an Act some -hat increasing the powers of
local authorities to deal with the smoke nuLisance, and
of another enabling the Minister of Health to suiper-
secde spendthrift boards of guardians by commissioners.
He also obtained sanction for reductions in the housing
subsidies from next autumnn. The Births and Deaths
Regisfration Bill originated wvith a private memiber,
as had previous versions in past sessions. That it
became law this year wa-1s partly due to the active
support of the Ministry of Healtl. Credit for the

carrying of this Act, of the Coroners Act, and of the
Simoke Abatement Act is also due to the Parliamentary
AMedical Committee. This group is now uLndoubtedly
a vvower in the gouse of.Commnons, helping to shape
both legislation and opinion, -and has been helpful to
the British Medical Associaitioni in various directions.
The chairman of the coimmittee, Dr. Fremnantle, has
also been chairman of the ConserN-ative party's Com-
mrrittee on Health and Housing. Tuberculosis in the
fighting forces and the traininogof midwives rae miiatters
which individual'members hlav-e kept before the House
of Commons. The comlmnittee as a body cir-culated a
mnemorandum to members generally on social hygiene.
Among the decisions of the House of Comnmons on

general policy which are iii-mportant to maedical practi-
tioners is one in the Finiance Act wherebyl, from

1927-28, the system of taxing,income on a three years'
average is to be abolished. Regulations greatly to

dimimmish the use of preservatives in food come into
operation to-day and at various later dates. Clean
mlilk regulations came into operationi on October 1st.
MAeedical matters have not been prominent in the

discussions of the House of Lords, but the Earl of
Balfour, as Lord President of the Council, has been
concerned wvith the promotion of research, and is now
not only chairman of the Medical Research Council,
but also head -of a new Cabinet committee to co-
ordinate and extend civil research of all kinds-.
To suimi up the session of 1926 from the medical

aspect, it has been one-of useful results in matters of
detail, but it has given no evidence that Parliamnent
yet realizes that money is never more profitably
expended than in improving public health, nor much
evidence that Ministers and other members of Parlia-
mllent are really ready to accept medical opiniion as

their guide on health subjects.

DEAD BIRTHS AND NEO-NATAL DEATHS.
THE report of the Medical Research Council on dead
births anld neo-natal deaths, of which wi-e publish a
review at pag,e 32, marks the conclusion of a niumber
of detailed investigations carried out since 1919 under
the auspices of the Council at various centres through-
out Great Britain, in order to determine the incidence
of the causes of foetal and neo-nlatalcdeath. The out-
standing features of the report have been referred to
in our review, and we only wish here to emphasize
what had already been made abundantly clear by the
published papers of the wTorkers concerned-namely,
that a large proportion of foetal and neo-natal deaths
are preventable by adequate rante-natal superv ision
an d by skilled obstetric treatment when active inter-
vention is necessarv in the interest of mother anid
child. Fully one-half of the total deaths were due to
the various complications of labour and the toxacmia
of pregnancy (including under the latter term only
albuminuria and eclampsia), and should therefore be
alnost entirely preventable. Further, it should be
remarked that the infants lost through complications
of labour are often just the healthiest and best
developed, and therefore those which the State can
least afford to lose; and they are lost because they are
large,, and therefore cause more or less difficulty in
lalbour. In this respect the report is a confirmation
of the Nwisdom of the teaching of that. pioneer in ante-
natal care the late Dr. J. W. Ballantyne of- Edin-
burgh, who for twenty-five years before his death in
1923, and frequently in the columns of this JournNAl,
insisted on the necessity for ante-natal supervisioniof
all expectant mothers. Instruction in the methods of
ante-natal diagnosis and treatmiient is n0ow looked upon
as an essential part of the training of the medical
student and midxvife, largelv as a result of his work,
and there can be no doubt that within a few years,
wvhen the effects of this new teaching become apparent
in m-iedical practice, a great dliminution in foetal and
matUernal mortality will result.
But ante-natal care is not an end in itself, and the

report does well to emphasize the aclditional need for
slkilled obstetric care and for increased hosTpital accom-
modation. " The larger maternity hospitals with their
staffs of sliilled obstetricians could surely spread their
(iid and influence over a larger area thaan they do at
present if onlv the importance of the work were fully
apj)reciated." Some of those concerned in teaching,
foresee the need for careful organizatioln. Thle presenit
telndencv to provide a large nuimber of small hospitals
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throughiout the countrv, each of which serves its parti-
cular district, is highly to be commended, and it can
hardly be doubted that the services of skilled obste-
tricians from the large centres will be obtained for
treatment of the more difficult cases. This is an
advance, and may be expected to bring about a reduc-
tion in foetal and nmaternal mortality, but it is thougLht
that unless the whole organization is well worked out
in consultation with the local hospitals there may be
a risk of the maternity hospitals in the large teaching
centres being starved of mlaterial for instruction of
students or for research. If cases of eclampsia, for
example, are, as it were, held up at the district
hospitals, it may well be th-at a student will pass
through his training in obstetrics, lasting three months
or even longer, without ever seeinog a case. The
district hospitals- cannot be expected to have a
registrar, and it will hardly be possible to keep such
accurate records as in the large centres, where notes
are Lept and standardized under the supervision of
such an officer. As to research, it is unlikely that
laboratory facilities will be available in the smaller
hospitals. lPhere is the question also of puerperal
fever, both from the point of view of treatment and of
education. Tn large hospitals- not only can the best
treatment be applied, but ample laboratory facilities
are, or ought to be, available for their bacteriological
investigation.

T'he problem is no doubt one of serious importance
which w ill have to be faced veryr soon by all wvho are
responsible for the teaehing of inidwifery in the
nmedical schools. Sh-ould present tendencies continiue
it is conceival)le that t-heir activities will in time be
confined to teachincg the theory of midNifery and the
conduct of a normal labour, leaving the student to
acquire a practical knowledge of tthe compliciations of
labour anid of the methods of (leatling with theni- after
he coiiimences practice.
The AMeclical Research Council is to be congratu-

lated on its wisdomnand foresight in organizing this
investigation and carrying it to a suLecessful conclusion.
It is to le hoped that the workers wlho took part in it
will, nlow th.at the mnain object has been achieved,
continue their investigations into some of the mitany
still unexplored fields of ante-natal pathology-a task
for which the experience gained in the present research
nmust have well qualified them.

UNDULANT FEVER AND THE ABORTION BACILLUS.
TIlE obviously close relationishiip between bovinie abortion
and undulanit fever is a subject wlhich is receivinig the
increasinig attenition of bacteriologists and clinicians in
maiy parts of the world. We have oni -several occasioIns
drawni attentioni to the qulestion, anid repeatedly urged the
necessity for inicreased research into the possibilities of
Bacillus abortus in lhumani medicine, for the organiism,
from its very, ubiquity, lhas great potentialities as a factor
of disease in all countries where milk is consunmed. Recenitly
several cases of apparent inifection of humani beinigs by
the bovine bacillus have been recorded. IHuddleson' has
reported a case in a graduate who became ill wlhen workinig
with cultures of the bacillus, and in whom an irreg;ular
fever was noticed for over a year. Two students in the
same laboratory, working with the same bacillus anld
drinikinig milk wlich proved to be infected, also conitracted
tlhe disease. Organisms which were identical with
1?. abortus were isolated from their blood. Carjpeniter and
Merriam2 report two simiilar cases in which the bacillus

1 Journ. A.mev. Med. Assoc., 1926, vol. i, p. 943.
2 Ibi(d., 1926, Vol. ii, p. 1269.

was isolated. The syimptoaims varied, however, in eaclf.h
In onie tlhere was remittenit fever wh-ichl fluctuiated between
nearly lnormial in tlhe miorning anid 1030 or 1050 F. at night..
The higlh temiiperature wvas followed by a chill and profuse
sweating, after w-hlich it gradtially fell to normal. The
fever was accomnpaniied by extreme emiiaciation anid anaemllia,
and malked debility. In the otlher case the fever, id(entical
in type with the0 fir'st, niever r'ose above 101.50 F., there
w-as no anlaemiia, anid the other syimlptoms i-ere miiidle-.
The organiism isolated w-as serologically like tlhe bovinie
strain, and cattle inioculated witlh the culture aboorted
typically. As infection fromii pigs anid goats could be rulled
out, it was pirobable that the inifection cam-le eitlher from thle
culture or from the miiilk. Recenitly Cayrel3 has reviewedl
the question of the unity or the duality of these two
diseases, and lhas drawn. attenitioni to the presence in.
Northern Italy of a proloniged fever in man whliich is
definitely traced to inifection tlhrouglh conitact withl aborte-d
cows, and lhe claimiis tllat there is a very eal daniger of
infection from cattle anid froni pigs, altlhoughl lhe canniiot
say yet that tlhis is idenitical w ith the uinidulanit fever of

goats. Tlheobald Smith lhas recenitly showni that the bacillus
founid in pigs more closely rescemibles the commoni 11h11Uman
or ganism tlhan does the strai,i comnlmonlly found in cattle;.
Izar,4 hovevei, finds that if a straini is growni oni glucose
agar and on niormal agar the cultures from these two
sources differ botlh morphologically and serologically. Thie
culture from the glucose agar becomes coccoid and miiore

readily agglutinable; w-hile that on- the ordiniary agar
retains its originial clharacteristics. This may help to

explain some of the conflictinig results obtained by diffelelt
wvor kers. Nevertheless, it is certaini that some strainis of

Bacillus aboritus inigested inl milk cani produce a fever in man,
but furtlher wor-Ik is necessary before we know accurately
anid definiitely the relationship existing between Banig's
bacillus and1 some as y-et imperfectly described fevers in

mian. Meaniwliile Wilsoni anid Nutt5 lhave founid that about

5.7 peir cent. of single milks in the Midlanids are infected

with the Bacilluzs abortits; elsewhlelrc an incidence as hliglh
as 13 per cent. h1as been reported. Altlhoulgh humlllani infec-
tion is possible witlh this organism, comlparatively few cases

lhave beei. descr ibe(l. This nmay be due to tlhe fact that

they hiave not -et beeni rect .gnized as suclh, but it hias been

suggested that there miay be- aniotlher reasonI. The abortioni

organiismii is rare in the udders of coN-s in ftlll nilk, anwd
wilien it does ocCuIIr coaiipar atively few bacilli ar e found-
unlder 500 per cutbic cenitin-;etre. Oni the otlher lhanid, wh-llen.
the milk is dryinig upj), llmillions per cubic cenitimetr e mlay
be presenit, as in the norimal milk from inifected goats;
in this state the milk is dangelouis, and the infection, eveni

in miiixed miiilk, is gr oss. Whether this explains tlhe
epidemiology or not, tlheie is little doubt that the quiestioni
is one whlichl mIer'its the serious attenitioni of bacteriologists
anid cliniicianis in this counjitry.

TUT-ANKH-AMEN'S COSMETIC.
THE conten1ts of a calcite jar found in the tomb of Tut-
ankihl-Aimieii by M1r. Howalrd Carter lhas been submitted to

clhemical examiiniationi by A. C. Clhapman and H. J.

Pleniderleitlh of the Britislh Muiseum Laboratory, the results
of wlhich are contailned in a paper pr-inited in the Jo,uirnial
of the Chemizical Society. The jar conitainied a substanice
described as a cosmetic, but it is niot stated whether it u-as

for the skin or the hair. The restults present nlany features

of inlterest, niot the least engaging of whiel is the uniictou
view presenited of the extenit to whiclh spolntaneusus
decomiipositioni may take place in. a substance of a fatty

natur-e duriing 3,300 v-ears. 'Thle tomiib, lhavinig been lonig
3 ParijS Mcd.., 1926, p. 141.

4 Rifornia Me(lica, 1926, p 433.

5 Jornu. Pathl. and Bact., April, 1926, p. 141.
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buiried under a deptlh of grouuiid anid clo.selv sealed, uculd

provide a ster ile environment, aind it was nloted that nio
bacteria were recognizable. The lid of tie jar w-as
cemenited by protective crystallinie incrustatioll, an effect

reslulting, from the action of moisture anid salin)e matters
contaiiled in tlhe dust (f the local atmosphere. The contents

of the jar eighled alrbout 450 grams, or niearly- a pouiicd
avoir duipois. It is descr ibed as atlher sticky,- and pre-

sf lltiina> the appearance of a lieter-ogeiieous mllixture, e'COn-.
sistling of vello-v nodules togetlhe with a chocolate-coloured

substance. It becamie softe'ned 'by the heat of the hialnd
and

pos'sessed fainit buit distinctive odoutir w-h0iel lias beell

variouisly described as tllat of- coco-niut or tlhe flowers of

broom, 'bull rather valerianaceo'is. Wllile the odouir was
decidedlv fattv, there was nio suggestioii of rancidity. No

veg;taib1o structure or fibre- could be distingunislhed by miiicro-
scopic ex-amiination. Petrie aind Quiibell are cquoted as

having exkamined ai fat founid in' Eg"yptian jars dating fronm
an earlier pelriod, in whlicl thiey ioted tlle p)re.lclle of

vegetable fibre, anid suggested that its presencec inidicated

tllat tley- w-ere dealinlg wvithl -a- fat obtainied fromii a veegetable

sourlce. Chlapma and P1lenderleith, however, point olut
tlha-t tlhe conclulsio'n. was- hardly justified, for there is good
authority to believoe thalt the Egyptians had used a material

composed of re-gtable fibre as a w-rapp)er for suich articlle-s.
TheyN' also tdiscounlt thle suggestionl- tfhat the coco-niut odlouir'
iodicates a i;egetable origin, for suchl a smell is freequtentIl
isoti-ced in recentlv excavated specimens, anid may )e dtie
to the ageing of resinis or balsamils Iused wi-ithlini the toi1l)-s.
'flie chemical examiniationi of the fat -evealed, as n-as to be

e.xpected, only slenider tlhreads from w-hichl the original

illgre(dients of the preparation m]ighlt be inferred. Suchli
direct evidenece as wvouild be obtaliniable fromii tile finding, of
cholesterol, the inivariable comipaniioni of ainimal fats,
phytosterol, thle in-var iable comiipaniioni of vegetable ftts,
was whlolly w-anting; whlicilhever of these sulbstances was

originally presenit lhad wlholly disappl)ealred. It couild hardly
have, beeni expected that either of them-would survive tlhe
tiniie. Inideed, it seems strange that the fa ts tlieiuiselve-s
hiad1 niot wholly lost their fatty niatuire. Tlhis, lhow-ever,
they lhad preserved, but riot wvithoIlt considerable modifica-
tion of chlemical structure. So far as couild be judged fromn
the clhemical evideice) the fats lad uind(der golne hlidrolytic
cleavage into glycerol anid free fatty acids; the glycerol
rcmiiained largely unchaelnaiged, but the free fatty acids lad
combined witlh eaclh other to form acid anli-vdrides, and
thtose l-vicll were oxidizable lhad suffered oxidationi-tlhat is
to say, suecl acids as oloic acid had acquired tw-o or more,

hvdroxyl groupsp. The investigations record tlle presence
of 4.8 per ceiit. of free anid combined glycerol, w-hihel tile
authors state is largely, if niot enitirely, in thle fiee conidi-
tior,; but we do niot see howi- to reconcile this proportion of
frie glveerol with the diminiiiutive qiuai-itities of msatters set
d(,wn as soluble bothi in alcohol anid wa-ter in the g-eineral
p)roximate anlalysis. Nothiiig of the nature of wax was

foinid. Sinie thle waxes anie-c generallv ilmolre stable tlha
fats, this observation seemns definitely to decide their
abseaice. The fatty acids actually recognlized icerce stearic
palmitic, anid myrivii'stic acids, anId smauller amlounts of acids
irore nearly related to laiiiic- or capric acid. The chemical
evidenice generally would seei to exclude coco-nut and
plalm-ke'rnel oils, anid it dloes nit seem lplobable that any
vegetable fat would lhave been available lhaviniig the smia'll
proportion of olein computecl to have beeii originally

resent. F-oim these data ChaIt uma and Plenlderleitil
coniclude that it is highly prol(blde that the cosmnetic was

cclmposed of about 90 pet cent.of aii anlimal fat and abotit
10 per cenit. of a resini or balsam. We inote, however, that
theic is niotinig conitradictoIry to the sulppositioll thlat it
w-as comiposed of a niumber of fat.;;of various kinlds,such as

lay lave been chosen for thei- rarity anid highI cost.

iEN'S COSMETIC. THE BRTTTSWMEN' ]W'RDICALJOUSA&

SOCIETY OF BRITISH NEUROLOGICAL SURGEONS.
A NEW societv lhas juist beeni formed-the Society of Britislh
N-em-lo-gical Surgeons-with Sir Charles Ballance -as its
proe-i(ledt. It has beein felt that means by whlich wor-kers
i this most (lifficult br anich of surgery could exchange
experiteiice-i i ought to be devised, and the present societv
is the resuIt. Its membershlip is limuited, aned the quota of
orioinal members is lecessarily ve-y small. Provision has

bee,i made, lhow-ever, for associates, who will be youtnig
surgeon11s showing,g more thans oridinary- interest in this
bh lan11i of work. The society hopes to do tusefuil work
tflnroigh this chianniel ini helping men of this type in their
earlier vears to a wider knowledge tlhan-would otherwise

thlleirs. Visits to foreign cliniics are to be a regular
featurle of tlhe programmne, and the smallness of the
soeiety's numbllers shouild be a great advantage in this
res<Pect. The society will miieet twice a year. Britain h.as
a great heritage in neurology, not on-ly on the clinical and
more Iplhilosop)hiical sides, but on the executive as well.
Thie founders of the niew society hope that it will play,
a -ortlhy part, iiot only by reverence to the great dead and-
to traditioni, but by a livelv activity in the present. The
iailuguration took place at the Atheniaeulmi Clhb on Thurs-
dav. Decemiber 2nid, 1926, with Sir Chiarles Ballance in tlhe
(hair. Sir David Ferrier, Sir Edward Sharpey-Sehafer,
SUi Artlhuir Keitlh, and Professor Elliot Snmith were present.
Tlese are enmerituis honorary mnembers, the fifth-Sir
Ch arles Sleirringtoni was unavoidably detainied in
OJoird. The menmbers of the comm ittee are Mr. Percy
Sza 'rgiCnt anid Mr. Wilfred Trotter, the holnorary treasurer
LX.L. Bromley, and the honorary secretary Mr. Geoffrey

Jefferson of Manchester.

TRISTAN DA CUNHA AGAIN.
r-recently (Atuoust 28th, p. 399) published a report by

Dr. -Marshall, the, surgeon of the Discovery, of a visit made
by tlhat sliip to the island of Tristan da Cunha, which was

tiatntwiiitted to uis for publicatioii by the Medical Research
Council witlh the concuirrence of the Secretary of State for
the Colonies. Th1e investigation into the dental condition
of the inhlabitants of the island and the relation of this
to the peculiar circumistances of their diet and manner of
life was made at the suggestion of tlet Dental Commiiittee
oif the Medical Research Council. The visit was paid at
the enld of Januaty, 1926, and only lasted two days, but
Dr. Marshall miiade the most of his op1portunities. Just
a year before this visit the Rev. Henry Martyn Rogers
and(i Iiis wife quitted the island at tile end of a stay of
tlhree years, the rec-ord of whichi, written by his widow, is
1n ow before uS, anid may be pr-ofitably compared with the
record of the hurried visit of a year later. In The Lonely
145l0ti(1l Mrs. Rose Annie Rogers gives us the results of her
proloiiZed stutdv of the islanders at very close quarters.
Othller elergymien hiad lived on the island before Air. Rogers
an(lI hi.s wvife ar ranged to spend three years there under
th,e Society for the Pr-opagation of the Gospel-the Rev.
W. F. Tavlor fromii 1851 to 1857, the Rev. E. H. Dodgson
(a brother of Lewis Carloll) from 1880 to 1884 and again
from 1886 to 1889, an1d the Rev. J. G. Barrow and is wife
froim 1906 to 1909. Ther e Mrs. Roger s spenit lher twenty-
flirt birtlhdayi, anid there her son *was born w-itlh no better
help thl)an that of an old woman of the islanid aged 87, of
whomii her paticnt writes' " Her siglht is n1ow beginniinlg to
f.ail, anid shte is obliged to have an assistant, but slhe is
won derful in manliy ways.'" Luckily Nature was kind, and
thlea lalbour wi.as presuimlably normiiial, biut the isk bravely
aid deAiberately rutin bv this young w-ife w-as considerable.
AMrs. Rogers draws a pleasing picture of the islanders; she
dccriltics thiem as affectionate, well belhaved, lhonest, and

Thb Lw,-ly Island. By Rose Annie Rogers. London G. Allen a-nd
Unsw'i. Ltd. 1925. (,l'ost 8vo, pp. 223; 24 plates, 1 map. 7s. 6d. net.)
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industrious. Many of the circumstances of this isolated
community recall those of St. Kilda, which have been more
than once the subject of comment in our pages.2 For
example, the fulmar petrel, or mollymawk, which plays
such an important part in the life of the inhabitants of
St. Kilda, is also of great importance on Tristan da Cunha,
and the inhabitants of the one island are as subject to
" boat-cough " as those on the other. The economics of
the islanders were discussed sufficiently in our former
article, and little need be added on this branch of the
subject, save to note that there should not be much risk of
actual starvation in a community which has at its command
an inexhaustible supply of fish to be had for the catching,
besides myriads of sea-birds and their eggs. The lack of
vegetables and cereals is the most felt, but there is no
record of the incidence of scurvy. To the student of
sociology these descendants of European mariners and
coloured women offer a most interesting study. There are
some 135 people of all ages up to 90, living together without
crime and without any written and hardly any unwritten
law. They are by no means socialists, but by a kind of
instinct the interests of the community seem to be pro-
tected. They have no currency. Force of character has
its effect here as elsewhere, but however dominant a
personality may be it does not confer recognized authority.
This anarchism, as it might be called, is shown on the
rare occasions of the visit of a vessel, when her commander
may find a difficulty in making arrangements for the
landing of stores owing to the islanders' tendency all to
speak at once. Mr. D. M. Gaile, the honorary secretary of
the Tristan da Cunha Fund, who has himself visited the
island, contributed to the Solicitors' Journal of October
18th, 1924, an interesting article on custom in Tristan,
which Mrs. Rogers has printed as an appendix to this book.
She has given a simple but moving story of her experiences,
and drawn a pleasing picture of these poor but, generally
speaking, happy people. That the island has its attractions
is shown, not only by the indisposition of its own people to
leave it, but by the fact that Mrs. Rogers's son, aged
15 months, " howled " on leaving, and wanted to go back
thero from Durban.

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.
THE syllabus for the second half of its 154th session
indicates that the Medical Society of London is as young
in spirit as it is old in years. The subjects set down for
debate are all of practical importance, and those invited
to open them may be depended on to keep recent work in
the foreground. At the first meeting on Monday, January
10th, Sir Humphry Rolleston will give his presidential
address on " Changes in the clinical aspects of disease."
The next meeting, on January 24th, will be a pathological
evening. On February 7th a discussion on poliomyelitis
will be introduced by a neurologist, Dr. F. M. R. Walshe,
and a bacteriologist, Dr. Mervyn H. Gordon, who will be
followed by a general physician, Sir Thomas Horder. On
February 28th a discussion on acute abdominal emergencies
complicating pregnancy and the puerperium will be opened
b3 Dr. J. S. Fairbairn from the point of view of the
obstetrician, and the surgical aspect was to have been
introduced by his colleague Mr. Joseph E. Adams, whose
untimely death we have to record elsewhere this week. On
March 14th Dr. Jacques Forestier will give a demonstra-
tion on lipiodol injections, and on March 28th a discussion
on a subject not yet announced will be opened by Sir
Frederick Gowland Hopkins. Mr. Donald Armour's three
Lettsomian Lectures on " The surgery of the spinal cord
and membranes " will be delivered at 9 p.m. on February
21st, March 9th, and March 21st; the ordinary meetings
all begin at 8.30 o'clock. At the annual general meeting onl
June 13th Professor Harvey Cushing will deliver the annual
oration, and a conversazione wvill follow.

THE CENTENARY OF LAENNEC.
THE< ceremonies celebrating the centenary of Laennec
supplied a full programme on December 13th, 14th, and
15thl, 1926. Those who have attended similar functions
in Paris need not be reminded that " they order these
things better in Frallce." The official recognition of
such a purely professional event is shown by tho personal
share taken in it
by the Government.
The President of the
Republic attended,
in state, the inau-
gural ceremony at
the Sorbonne. On
no fewer than three
different occasions a
Cabinet Minister not
onily presided but
gave an address;
and the city of
Paris and its Pre-
fect gave an official
reception. The
smoothness as well
as the eclat of the
various gatherings
was remarkable, and
reflects much credit
onl the organizing
committee. If one

Auscultation in 1816 Laennee at the Necker
Hospital, Plaris.

might single out individuals, it should be mentioned that
Professor Achard, the secretary of the Academie de
M6decine, was the chief inspirer of the celebration, that
Professor Chauffard was the wise and courteous president,
and that the efficient secretary-general was Professor
Roussy. We have already published the programme of the
three days' meeting. There were a remarkable number of
delegates from foreign countries, extending from Soviet
Russia to U~ruguay, and including representatives of the
United States and Canada. At the official banquet there
were spokesmen from no fewer than twenty-one separate
nations to propose the toast of the memory of Laeunec. It
was well, therefore, that this country was fully represented.
Sir John Broadbent represented the Royal College of
Physicians of London, Sir Percival Hartley was the delegate
of King Edward VII Sanatorium, Professor Edwin Bramwell
came from Edinburgh, and Sir StClair Thomson was the
official representative of H.IM. Government and of the
Royal Society of Medicine.

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1927.
MEMBERS of the British Medical Association are reminded
that subscriptions fall due on January 1st, and that if each
member who receives an application from the Head Office
will send the amount to the Financial Secretary within the
first week of the New Year the work of the office will be
much lightened. Members are also reminded of the claims
of charity, to which reference is made elsewhere. The
amounts at the disposal of those who, administer medical
benevolence are altogether insufficient to meet the appeals
that are received, 'and the British Medical Association
Charities Fund was formed in order to assist. Every
member of the Association is asked to add to his next
payment a sum for the credit of this Fund.

WE much regret to announce the death, on December
23rd, 1926, of Dr. T. S. P. Strangeways, Huddersfield
lecturer in special pathology in the University of
Cambridge, and director of the Cambridge Research
Hospital. We hope to publish an obituary notice next
week,2 Saint Kilda. BRITISH 1MnIC"L JOURNAL, July 10th, 1926, p. 80.


